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Envirorimentalism has become a part of the culture, 
aiid environmentalists now constitute a major social movement. The 
solutions to many current envirqnmt4tal problems require a local or 
national response r but solutions: to other , problems will require a 
global response. Major United Nations reports have recognized that 
solving global environmental problems will occur only through 
longrterm strategies for achieving sustainable, development. Education 
is; one such lohg-term strategy, and aduit educators :possess much 
knowledge about adult^ learning^ and program :plannihg and development 
that can be, beneficial to environmentalists. However, the roie adult 
educators should play in the environmental movement is. not yet clear. 
Because adult educators are more accustomed to meeting the needs of 
individuals rather than groups, tljey may have to adjust some of their 
strategies to work with existing envirohmmental groups. Adult 
educators will need to appro=»ch environmental groups as partners who 
want to support rather than supplant their educational activities. 
They also^will need- to be^ aware of some issues^ affiliated with 
environmental education. Among those issues are that: (1) 
environmental education is by its very nature a political activity; 
(2) questioning the merits of global development raises the issue of 
balancing environmental needs against the needs of developing 
nations; and (3) because adult environmental learning is primarily a 
cognitive activity, perhaps adult educators should engage not in 
adult education but in promotion of adults who take action. (16 
annotated resources) (CML) 
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The 2btH anniversary commemoration of Earth Day in April 
1990 a reminder of how far the modern enwonmental 
movement, has come as well as how fair it has to go. 
Enwonmentalisni Las become a part of the Americmi cul- 
ture smd^nvironmentaJists now constitute a. major social 
movemc»t Membership in such as the Sierra Qub 
and the Nature Conservatory numtei^ U 
inqcasc in the last 15 ^jars (Carpenter 1990; Field 1989). 
Despite these chiwges, nowever, 'the ecol9^cal woes of the 
WOs appear ahnost provindal vmen compared with those of 
1990" (Qirpcrit^^ 

C^ently^^ffi^ to many environmental problems 

require a lck:al or natibnalTesponse, but solutions to some 
of the bifigest jnrobkms; will require a global r^ponse. 
Major UNrepods, such as the World Commisdon on iBiWr- 
bnment and^peveli^ineiit's (1987); 
have recognized that solving global ^virtinmehtaljproblems 
will not occur throii^ a single actioiL but tUrot^ long-term 
strategic^ for achieymgs^ 

Although education is one such 16ng-term\stnd:eeyy it is hot 
dear vmat role adult education shouldfplay in the mwon- 
mental mcvement Field (1989) iK>ints: out that "[enwon* 
men^listsl bave shown that they are more than capable of 
mieeting tneif own educational and developmental needs" 
(g. 26) and that thejr have already accomplished a great deal 
without much noticeable effort on Uie part of adult 
educators.. 

Some 2dult educators (e^ Boggs 1986» Field 1989, and 
Finecr 1989) have suggested that mere i^ indeed, a role for 
adiut educators within the enwonmental nidvement but that 
it is "unlikely to be a simple matter of sticking a few courses 
in the programme" Q^cla, p. 26). Adult educators are more 
accustomed, to meeting the needs of indhiduals rather th^ 
groups, so worldng ^tn existing environmentjsd grbu^ 
require some reacyustoent in ueir stiate 

To be effedive, adult educators need to.approach enviro!!- 
mental groujps as partners ^o wish to support rather than 
supplant theur educational activities! Adult educators possess 
a.wealth of knowledge about adult learning and program 
planning and devdopment that can be beneficial to environ- 
mentalists in carrymg out their, educational activities. 

Adult educators also need to be aware of some of the issues 
affiliated with environmental education. For example, it is 
by its very nature a political aca^ity. Boggs (1986) suggests 
mt many adult educators have adopted an essentially apoli- 
tical and nohqcmtfoversial posture and may be uncomfortable 
working with environmentalists. .Also, because active 
environmentalists tend to be well educated alreadj^ adult 
educators must take care to ensure that working with them 
does not reinforce the already existuiuz class bias within their 
programs (Reld 1989). 



Another issue concerns what to teach. For example, it is 
not unur^ial for prooams to queistion the merits of global^ 
development, theretore raising the issue of balandng 
environmental needs against the needs of developinjK nations 
(Sutton 1989). 

Finally, Fuager (i^) raises the issue of whether adult 
educators should engage in enwonmental adult learning or 
enwpnmental adult tramsformatioaC He advocates the latter 
be<^iifie it "promotes an adult person v^^d is not onty cdi- 
cernc^ about the enwonment^butlwhovultimately 
part of > d)llective movexnent to . protect, it" (p. 31); 
iuivironinental adult learnings on the other han4 is prmiafily 
c^nitive in nature in that it provides knowledge about spe- 
one environmental ijusues but it.does not nece^arify leaa to 
emnronmental awsff enc^s^ concern, or commitment 

Tins pmib and hsuesAlM^^^ resources that can be used 
in exploring the opportunities and challenges of 
environmental adult educations - 



Pdnt Resources 

Andrews, &,/and JordahL H. C^ Jr. "tJniverdty of 
Wisconsin Extension, Cooperative Extension Service- 
Natural and Environmental Resource Education Fro- 

Sams." EnvmnmerUalIMessidnal9, no. 3 (1987): 189- 
4. (ERIC No, EJ 362^^7). ^ ^ 

Describes^ the enwonmeiitiad education programs of the: 
extenaon service attached to the Universi^ of Wisconsin. 
Explains the types of programs that are geared to its various 
audiences. 

Boggs, D. "A Q|se Stocfy of Qtizen Educafion and Action." 
AduUEducadon Quartfffy 37, no. 1 (Fall 1986): f-13l 
(ERICNp.0 33!>653). ^ ^ 

Describes members of a dtizeu group concerned about, 
environmental issues as aggressive and (^namic adult learn- 
ers addressing complex issues. Asdstance that adult ^uca- 
tion s^endes migbt provide similar groups and criteria for 
domg so are explored. 



Carpenter, B. 
Wc 



mtcr, B. "Living with Our Le«a<y." 17.5. Afen 
4irtai6?porr:i08, no- 16 (April S, 1990): 60-65. 



News and 



Describes developments since Earth Day as well as emer^g 
national and global euwonmental problems. Indudes some 
lessons from the past that can be used to guide future 
efforts. 

Comftrgtnee 22, no. 4(1989). Available from 720 Bathiirst 
Street, Suite 500, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2R4 (:7.50). 

U.S. DFPArrA«e&<T- M 



This spedal issue cm envdroimental education takes an 
mteraations^ 

Field, 1 Ts the Future forr Adult Education Green? Oppor- 
tunit!^ in Environmentalism." 1 
(September 1989): 24-26, (ERIC Na EJ 397 425)/ 

Discusses why the nature of adult education may smt it for 
a jiartnership role with environm^talists. Suggests' that 
adult- educators* best opportunity^ may b3 in fostering 
ayrarene^ of %^ in v^cn enwoFmditsuis^ learn as; adults. 

Knger, M. "Environmeiatai Adtdt Education fifom the Per- 
~ spective>of the Adult Lcamigr." Q mv agaic e Tl^ no. 4 
(1989): 25^32; (ERIC No. EJ 399 978); 

Argues for tlie process of adult tranisformaticn as thefodis 
of environmental addt education,. Examination .of the life, 
histones of adults reveals wh2it, :where» and Kow they learn 
d)out the enwoitmxi^ty vriiat th^ do with tlus information, 
and how this learni^ 

iForbes, J. JEhvironinental Educational^ for 
Public Pdliqr*" EnmmmehiaBst 7, no. 2 (Summer 1987): 

Examines the practical requirements of educational "partici- 
patioh," attemptu^ to define the kind of educational j^tem 
that wovdd:]neet these requirements.^ Descxibes the role of 
enwonmentale^^ 

Fiink, J.; James, J.; jPalm, J.; and Phillips, 11 Exphmg 
Ehvironmehtai Ohinge:-AnEnm 
Willowdale^Ontario: Glen Barnard Gamp, 1987; fl^C 
Document Reproduction Service No. Ep:313 190). 

This^educatipnial resource kit illustrates ho^ a camp setting 
chiuiges dyer time from the 194^ 1985. The 

Teacher/Ije^der.c^i and items to 

look for m each illustration. Major concepts and P^^estiohs 
for lesuiiing^^^ 

Koapp, C E. Creating Humme CSr^^ A 
Fet^SkiUsIiimer. Las Cruce& NM: ERIC Clearii^- 
house on Rural Education ana 'Small Schools^ , 19SS. 
j^^C Document Reproduction Service. No. ED 294 

'Designed to ^provide practical assistance in impiementi^ 
outdoor leahung experiences for youth and adults, this book 
helps professionals plan, their leadership development pro- 

S rams and create more humane climates in a vanety of out^ 
oor settings; Tliree topics.are treated: self-knowledge, 
human conununities, and outdoor-eniironmental awar^ess 
and values. 



Pollution 
55-62. 



ibduran, A. B. ^^ucation against Enwonmental J 
in Nigeria." , _ Convergence 22, no. 4, (1989): 
(EIUGN6.EJ399 980). 

Describes a community education campaign designed to 
heighten public awareness of the pollution oFair, water, and 
land resources in Nigeria.. 
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isumayo, E. B., and ^Ibikunle-Johnson, V. O., comps. 
^nvinmmental Educate A 
MamudJcrAdtdtEdtJUMtdn^ md 
Sddal Extension Wotkml Nairobi, Kenya: African 
Association for Literacy and Adult Education, 1!^. 




^RIC Domnoit Reproduction Ser\ice No. ED 315 

This manual' makes a^ulable to adult educators resource 
material that may be used in formal and nonformal training 
programs for the enwonmehtal education of a wide range 
of target groups^ Themeis of en\iroiimental health; a^ov 
forestiy and rural developmeht; population^ environment, 
and development; and urban/industrial development are 
covered 

Sari, M^and Durko, M.. WoridPmpecSve Case 
on EducaSanal Pniffams for Adults: Hungary. 
Dpcumci^ Reproduction Se No. ED 311 17]^ 

One of two case studies in this document describes a prb^> 
gram developed in die small town of Puspbkladaoiy by a dub: 
of amateur^ anglers, a sodety for props^atinjt scientific 
knowledge, and^ Giltiiral center of the town; The . people 
involved m thr^^pirof^am have worked to protect the wildufe 
around the toi^ to emphasi2»^.the ne^ssijfy of joint action 
m preserving tte ravkonmeiO, imd to iirge voluntary actipiL 

SmiAsoman 2L no. 1 (Aprfl 1990). Available from P.O. Box 
55593, Boidder, TO' «B22-S^ 

The 2dth anniversary of Earth Day and the magazine 
prompts this special issue <m past progress and the future of 
the environmental movement 

Sugerman, D. A. Advenhue t^ter tO: Working wiA Elders 
mll^ OufdSfiory. (ERIC Document R 
No.EP308 995)f 

T^e Elderhostci o6urse| \radeniess Adventure, is described: 
one of its goids is to mcrease partidpants' environmental 
awareness and respect and knomed^e about Maine's natural 
enwohment and nisto]^^ 

Sutton; P. ^Enr;dronmentai Education: What Can We 
Teadu^ Corwer^ence 22, no. 4 (1989): 5-11. (ERIC No. 
EJ 399 976). 

Suggests that the role for adult education in chwonmental 
education may b;; to enable others to call for action and to 
make decisions. 

World Commission on Environment and Development. Our 
Corrmon Futtm. New York: CWFord University Press,- 
1987. 

Report of the United Nation's World Commisddn on Enw- 
onmet^ and ;Devel6pment that was asked to formulate a 
global agenda for change, indudii^ long-term environmental 
stratedes for achieving sustainable development by the year 
2000 and b^nd. ^ 



Tbkt TYm^ and itmes Alert iimi dcvt]q6c^ 1990 by Susan Imel with 
fuadiflg fioio the Off " Educational Research and Improvement U^- 
Depaitment of Educ under Contract No; RI88062005. Opinions 
expressed dp not nece ly reflect the position or p^des of OcRI or 
the Ekpiitnent. - ^ 
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